SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
class, the class with nothing to lose but their chains
(capitalists have not only their lives but their capital to
lose), capable of removing the framework of capitalism.
If the working class cannot take the living body of
capitalism from its masters and transform it for the
scientific needs of society, then they must first paralyse
that body itself. They must lay long siege to the
fortress of capitalism, reducing its defenders to sub-
mission by peaceful strikes. In this country, for
complicated historical reasons that are dealt with in
another chapter, such a peaceful but deliberate policy
may possibly be successful without bloodshed* In
Russia, as we have seen, a very great deal of bloodshed,
together with its historical implication of hate, was
necessary.
In Russia the proletariat have power. Its own
leaders, the Communist Party, together with the
sympathetic mass of the people, dictate for the express
purpose of preparing the economic mechanism and the
future generations of human beings for the logically
unimaginable classless society. No such attempt has
ever been made before. In accordance with the
Marxist conception of the unity of politics and
economics, the Council of Peoples' Commissars is also
the "board of directors" of industry and agriculture.
Elections are held on a Soviet or vocational basis. In
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